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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for managing a cache comprising: 

polling a cached asset according to a first schedule to determine if said cached asset 
has been active within a first predefined period of time; 

if said cached asset has not been active within said first predefined period of time; 
demoting said cached asset to less-active status; 

polling said cached asset according to a second schedule to determine if said 
cached asset has been active within a second predefined period of time; 

if said cached asset has not been active within said second predefined period of 
time, demoting said cached asset to inactive status. 

2. The method of Claim 1 , wherein in the step of polling said cached asset according to 
said first schedule further comprises processing a timestamp associated with said cached asset. 

3. The method of Claim 2, wherein said timestamp further comprises a last accessed 
time stamp. 

4. The method of Claim 2, wherein said timestamp further comprises a last modified 
time stamp. 

5. The method of Claim 1 , further comprising if said cached asset has been active within 
said second predetermined period of time, promoting said cached asset to an active status; and 
polling said cached asset according to said second schedule to determine if said cached asset 
has been active since a last polling interval; and 

polling said cached asset according to said first schedule. 

6. The method of Claim 1 , further comprising removing said cached asset from said 

cache. 

7. The method of Claim 6, further comprising removing said cached asset from said 
cache when said cached asset has been inactive for at least third predetermined period of time. 
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8. The method of Claim 6, further comprising removing said cached asset from said 
cache if a set of inactive cached assets becomes larger than a predefined limit. 

9. The method of Claim 6, further comprising notifying a user prior to removing said 
cached asset from said cache. 

10. The method of Claim 1 wherein polling according to said first schedule occurs at a 
greater frequency than polling according to said second schedule. 

1 1 . The method of Claim 1 , wherein said second predefined period of time is longer 
than said first predefined period of time. 
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12. A method of managing a cache comprising: 

maintaining an active file list of recently active cached files stored in said cache; 

maintaining a less active file list of less active cached files stored in said cache; 

polling a cached file represented in said active file list according to a first schedule to 
determine if said file has been active within a first predefined period; 

if said cached file has been active within said first predefined period, maintaining a file 
entry associated with said cached file in said active file list; 

if said cached file has not been active for at least said first predefined period of time: 
demoting said file entry to said less active file list; 

polling said cached file according to a second schedule to determine if said 
cached file has been active within a second predefined period of time; and 

if said cached file has been active within said second predefined period of time, 
promoting said file entry to said active file list; and 

if said cached file has not been active for at least a second predefined period of 
time, removing said file entry from said less active file list. 

13. The method of Claim 12, further wherein removing said file entry from said less 
active file list comprises: 

demoting said file entry to a non-active file list, and wherein said method further 
comprises maintaining said non-active file list; and 

removing said cached file from said non-active file list upon a triggering event. 

14. The method of Claim 13, wherein the triggering event is the cached file remaining 
non-active for greater than a third predefined period of time. 

15. The method of Claim 13, wherein the triggering event is a set of non-active files 
represented in said non-active file list exceeding a predetermined size. 

16. The method of Claim 13, further comprising notifying a user prior to removing said 
cached file from said cache. 
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17. The method of Claim 12, wherein polling according to said first schedule occurs at a 
greater frequency than polling according to said second schedule. 

18. The method of Claim 12, further comprising receiving a notification at a cache 
manager from a file management system that said cached file has been active within the 
second predefined period of time. 

19. The method of Claim 12, wherein an attribute for said cached file includes a file time 

stamp. 

20. The method of Claim 19, wherein the step of polling said cached file according to 
said first schedule further comprises comparing said time stamp to a previous time stamp. 

21 . The method of Claim 20, wherein said file time stamp is either a last modified time 
stamp or a last accessed time stamp. 

22. The method of Claim 12, wherein the step of polling said cached file according to 
said second schedule to determine if said cached file has been active within said second 
predefined period further comprises comparing said file time stamp to a previous time stamp. 

23. The method of Claim 22, wherein said file time stamp is either a last modified time 
stamp or a last accessed time stamp. 
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24. A system of managing a cache comprising a computer readable medium containing 
a software program executable by a computer processor to: 

maintain a list of cached files; 

poll a cached file associated with the list of cached files according to a first 
schedule to determine if said cached file has been active for at least a first predefined period of 
time; and 

if said cached file has not been active within said first predefined period of time; 
demote said cached file to a less-active status; 

poll said cached file according to a second schedule to determine if said 
cached file has been active within a second predefined period of time; and 

if said cached file has not been active for at least said second predefined 
period of time, demote said cached file to inactive status. 

25. The system of Claim 24, wherein said software program is further executable to: if 
said cached file has been active within the second predetermined period of time, poll said 
cached file according to said first schedule to determine if said cached file has been active 
within said first predetermined period of time. 

26. The system of Claim 24, wherein said software program is further executable to 
remove said cached file from said cache. 

27. The system of Claim 26, wherein said software program is further executable to 
notify a user prior to removing said associated file from said cache. 

28. The system of Claim 24, wherein polling said file entry according said first schedule 
occurs at a greater frequency than polling according to said second schedule. 

29. The system of Claim 24, wherein said software program is further executable to 
receive a notification from a file management system that said cached file has been active. 
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30. The system of Claim 24, wherein a file attribute for said cached file includes a file 
time stamp. 

31. The system of Claim 30, wherein the step of polling said cached file according to 
said first schedule to determine if said cached file has been active within said first predefined 
period further comprises comparing said file time stamp to a previous time stamp. 

32. The system of Claim 31 , wherein said file time stamp is either a last modified time 
stamp or a last accessed time stamp. 

33. The system of Claim 32, wherein the step of polling said file entry according to said 
second schedule to determine if said associated file has been active within said second 
predefined period further comprises comparing said file time stamp to a previous time stamp. 

34. The system of claim 24, wherein said software program is further executable to: 

determine if said cached file has been active within said second predetermined 
period of time; 

if said cached file has been active within said predetermined period of time, 
polling said cached file according to said first schedule. 
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35. A method for managing a cache comprising: 

polling a cached file according to a first schedule to determine if said cached file has 
been active within a first predefined period of time; 

if said cached file has not been active within said first predefined period of time; 
demoting said cached file to less-active status; 

polling said cached file according to a second schedule to determine if said 
cached file has been active within a second predefined period of time; 

if said cached file has not been active within said second predefined period of 
time, demoting said cached file to inactive status. 

36. The method of Claim 35, wherein in the step of polling said cached file according to 
said first schedule further comprises processing a timestamp associated with said cached file. 

37. The method of Claim 36, wherein said timestamp further comprises a last accessed 
time stamp. 

> 38. The method of Claim 36, wherein said timestamp further comprises a last modified 
time stamp. 

39. The method of Claim 35, further comprising if said cached file has been active within 
said second predetermined period of time, promoting said cached file to an active status; and 
polling said cached file according to said second schedule to determine if said cached file has 
been active since a last polling interval; and 

polling said cached file according to said first schedule. 

40. The method of Claim 35, further comprising removing said cached file from said 

cache. 

41 . The method of Claim 40, further comprising removing said cached file from said 
cache when said cached file has been inactive for at least third predetermined period of time. 
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42. The method of Claim 40, further comprising removing said cached file from said 
cache if a set of inactive cached files becomes larger than a predefined limit. 

43. The method of Claim 40, further comprising notifying a user prior to removing said 
cached file from said cache. 

44. The method of Claim 35 wherein polling according to said first schedule occurs at a 
greater frequency than polling according to said second schedule. 

45. The method of Claim 35, wherein said second predefined period of time is longer 
than said first predefined period of time. 
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